
Questioning Review 

Good questions require more than yes/no answers.  Good questions:   

o Make us think and dig deeper.  
o Push us to predict and infer.  
o Make us notice things we hadn’t before. 
o Help us better understand what we’ve read. 

 
• Closed questions are surface, one-answer-fits-all questions. 
• Open-ended questions require readers to think; there is more than 

one possible answer. 

Questions often begin with an interrogative:  who, what, when, where, 
why, and how. 

Closed Question Examples 
(1 answer or yes/no) 

Open-Ended Question Examples 
(discussion; more than 1 answer) 

Who is the main character? Why do you think ___ will be the 
winner? 

What is the setting of the story? What is important about the 
setting? 

When does the story take place? When do you think the main 
character will meet the villain?  
Why? 

Where does the character go in 
Chapter 3? 

Where do you think the main 
character will end up by the end of 
the book?  Why? 

Why did the main character go 
home in Chapter 4? 

Why do you think the main 
character …? 

How did the main character get 
home? 

How did you feel when the main 
character …? 

Did you like the story? Why did you like or dislike the 
story? 

 


